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were noted in T e s t Pits 2 and 3. The u p p e r soils in T e s t Pit 1 had a s l i g h t hydrocarbon odor.
Groundwater was not encountered in any of the test pi t s .

Soi l sample s were col lec ted f r o m the t a i l i n g s layers (where pr e s en t) , f r o m the u p p e r f o o t o f
natural soils, and f rom the 6- to 8- foo t d e p t h interval , for a total of eight samples. Three
samples from Test Pit 1 were submitted to an analytical laboratory for the f o l l o w i n g analyses:
one sample f r o m the suspected t a i l i n g s layer was analyzed for lead, arsenic, and c opper; one
sample f r o m the u p p e r layer of natural soil was analyzed for lead, arsenic, and copper; and one
sample from the I to 2 f oo t d e p t h interval that had a s l ight hydrocarbon odor was analyzed for
total p e t r o l e u m hydrocarbons (TPH). The remaining sample s are current ly stored in our o f f i c e .

The laboratory report is a t tached as A p p e n d i x B. Resu l t s of s a m p l e ana ly s i s de t e c t ed e l evated
levels of lead [5,900 parts per m i l l i o n ) ( p p m ) ] and arsenic (440 p p m ) in the t a i l i n g s layer. C o p p e r
concentrations (610 p p m ) t hough h igher than a n t i c i p a t e d for soi l s in the Park C i t y area, are not
at a level h igh enough for r egu la tory concern. Clean up l eve l s for lead and arsenic, as a p p l i e d
to other areas of Utah , are 200 to SOQ ppm and 20 to 70 p p m , re spec t ive ly. Park C i t y is current ly
exempt f rom those clean up levels if the metals are associated with mine tai l ings , through an
agreement wi th the Utah Department o f Environmental Q u a l i t y ( D E Q ) and Region VIII E P A ,
if the t a i l i n g s are covered by 6 inches of inert material.

Metals concentrations in the sample collected f rom the u p p e r one f oo t of natural soil were within
the "normal" range for s o i l s in the area i n d i c a t i n g that metal s have not leached downward intq
the u n d e r l y i n g so i l s . TPH was d e t e c t e d at 420 ppm in the s a m p l e col lec ted f rom the one- to
two- foo t d e p t h interval. T y p i c a l l y , the DEQ sets clean up l eve l s for TPH between 30 and 500
ppm, d e p e n d i n g on the site s p e c i f i c conditions.

5 . D I S C U S S I O N A N D C O N C L U S I O N S

Based on the i n f o r m a t i o n reviewed and the data gathered d u r i n g the course of th i s environmental
audi t , it appear s that the s i t e is one of l i m i t e d h i s t or i ca l use. Aeria" p h o t o g r a p h s f r o m the d e a r l y
1950's and 1967 show the s i t e to be e s s e n t i a l l y vacant. The s i t e was occupied by a convenience
store f r o m the early 1 9 7 0 ' s to the mid 1 9 8 0 ' s . We would t h e r e f o r e conclude that the p r o b a b i l i t y
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These Residents,
EPA Cleanup Ruling
Mews Paradise Lost* * * .
\>wnsfolk o f T r i u m p h , I d a h o ,

H a p p y o n ' T a i n t e d ' Land,
Reject A g e n c y ' s F i n d i n g s < ,

By TONY HORWITZ
f f Reporter o f T H K W A L L S T R E E T J O U R N A LT R I U M P H , I d a h o - D a n T u c k e r l ive s a te p i c e n t e r of what the Environmentali t e c t i o n Agency believes may be thest hazardous waste site in the U.S." I t ' s paradi s e ," h e says, s i t t i n g o n h i s;k porch in t h i s scenic f o rmer min ingn near Sun V a l l e y .Mr. Tucker , 43 years o l d , gazes at thes, s i p p i n g well water in which the EPAf o u n d high lead levels . He uses the.e water to hose down a p l a s t i c "Slipie" for his two young daught er s to flopf a c e f i r s t , and skid across a yard thatEPA says is laced with lead andenic.F l a n k i n g M r . T u c k e r ' s home-once t h echine shop for a lead and s i lver mine —p i l e s of c on tamina t ed waste. On dry.mer days, the wind sweeps the dust> nearby homes and gardens. The EPAi f o u n d heavy metal s ins ide the,<ers" vacuum cleaner.

in My Backyard
"et the f e n c e - b u i l d e r , l ik e his neigh-, says he i sn ' t p u t t i n g h i s f a m i l y a t" M y gir l s a r e f i n e , t h e d o g ' s h e a l t h y ,lawn looks good a n d I ' m n o moree n t e d - t h a n I was when I came here 21s ago," he says, making l i g h t o f l ead ' stct on IQ l e v e l s . "I wish they would j ust3 us alone."' h e E P A i s n ' t cooperat ing. T h e agencynominated T r i u m p h f o r S u p e r f u n daup and conf erred on it an ini t ia l riskig that exceeds any ever given to onei e na t i on ' s 1,200-odd S u p e r f u n d s i t e s ,i d i n g T i m e s Beach, Mo., and Loveal in New York. • .?raced f o r ba t t l e against T r i u m p h ' sns, the EPA has been ambushed in-J by Triumph's i n h a b i t a n t s - all 46 ofp. . Res ident s ins i s t that Triumph' s leadarsenic are much les s poisonous to: than the pro sp e c t of backhoes andaucrats tak ing over the ir town,hey also in t end to d e f e n d every clod ofiminated soil. "We look like we 're ah of hicks in the sticks that thecan j u s t mow over," says W e n d yi s , a local a c t i v i s t . ' ' B u t I d o n ' t think i t,ook so good when housewives startl ing themse lve s t o b u l l d o z e r s . ' '

Up and Beautiful:iumph, named for a century-old min-:laim, is both s t u n n i n g and b a d l yed. N e s t l e d on the f l o o r of a 6,000-foot-canyon, the town's 17 homes - mos t lyer miners' cot tages - ring a moon-; of mine t a i l i n g s that l o ca l s call "the. sand." On one s ide of town runs a, t h i c k with beaver; on the other soarsluniajj?. of mine waste .^Jojjnad* bytoned machinery and the ruins of a

This s e t t i n g has Kept iana a t t o r d a b l eanddtewn residents so eccentnc that theyiokinerk suggest T r i u m p h as th e s e t for aTV seS ca l l ed "Western Eo sur e . "W h e n t h f m i n e closed in ̂cul t c a l l e d "the Saucer P e o p l e

Aee environmental i s t . "Before," she says,-Sever the EPA nailed some corruptcontractor, I used tcVo, 'Yeah!All that began to c\nge two years ago,when the EPA came to\own. The agencyheld a mee t ing to warn re s ident s that theirPlease Turn to Page AM, Column I
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" A14~S?HE WALL S T R E E T JOURNAL TUESDAY, S E P T E M B E R 21, 1993T h e T o w n s f o l k o f T r i u m p h / I d a h o , A r e Rejec t ingE P A ' s F i n d i n g o f T a i n t e d Land i n T h e i r Paradise
Continued From First Pageair, soil and water were b a d l y f o u l e d .E x p e r t s f r om A t l a n t a e x p l a i n e d how ch i ld-hood exposure to lead could lower IQ, whilearsenic might poison re s ident s or causecancer.Heidi H e a t h , who hosted the m e e t i n g inher garage, says that for months a f t e r -ward, "I would lie awake at n i g h t , cry-ing." As the mother of two young g i r l s , shesays, "I k e p t b l a m i n g m y s e l f , t h i n k i n g ,'What have I done to my chi ldren?' "S h e al so f e l t t r a p p e d . S i n c e t h e E P A ' sarrival , banks have r e f u s e d loans to resi-dent s and real-es tate agents say the threatof a Superfund l i s t i n g makes houses herealmost unsa lab l e ." W e ' r e l ower-midd l e c lass , o u r prop-erty is everything," says Ms. H e a t h , aseamstress and part- t ime bookkeeper.But soon a f t e r that f i r s t mee t ing, Tri-umph experienced another shock. Bloodand urine te s t s showed that r e s i d e n t s 'lead and arsenic l ev e l s were normal - andwell below those in big cities. Adults whogrew up in T r i u m p h , o f t e n p l a y i n g in theblack sand, also showed no ill e f f e c t s . - : •Moreover, all but one retest of thetown's well f a i l e d to show signs of highlead content. With her b o o k k e e p e r ' s eye, ,Ms. H e a t h also began to notice errors. Forinstance, the EPA issued i d e n t i c a l , alarm-ing result s f r om soil tests taken all acrosstown. "You were inadver t en t ly given thewrong sample result s for your property," ithe agency wrote in a f o l l o w - u p mailing.Such f l u b s made Ms. H e a t h wonder howmany other errors were in the symbols andcharts that th e res idents c ou ldn' t under-.stand. Sf f e also wa s irked by th e EPA'sattiUKfe. W h e n she and other parents of-fer^ their c h i l d r e n ' s baby t e e th — ' whichhave been used to s tudy lead exposure el se-;where - the EPA re fu s ed , saying such re-search must await "another phase."Chris F i e l d , t h e E P A ' s on-site coordina-

tor, concedes that "certain errors" havebeen made. "But overall, we stand behindour data," he says. That data c l earlysuggests to the EPA that the toxins mayimperil res idents, p a r t i c u l a r l y chi ldren.M r . ^ f e l d add s that hea l th t e s t s - f o u rso twr- aren't conclusive because theyonly show recent' exposure. "We'r e th eEnvironmental Protec t ion Agency, not theEnvironmental React io jr Agency," hesays. " I t ' s o u r j o b J p ^ p r o t e c t h e a l t h , n o twait for adverse h e a l t h b e f or e we act."Unconvinced, T r i u m p h has chosen tomobil ize and f o u n d an a p p r o p r i a t e l y unor-thodox l eader in Donna Rose, a 47-year-oldart d ea l e r who keeps a shotgun by herkitchen door and who dresses in baggy

with a camera, - «.osethered

rough
. And she thrust it all »»

comment" this summer on iti» propos*i p e r f u n d l i s t ing , T n i i n i p h J i l g __
.nwfi-.-wio-pagcsrafguing that the EPA hadTgrossly exaggerated the risk to the town."I haven't run into this strong andorganized an o p p o s i t i o n in my lime at theEPA," says M i c h e l l e P i r z a d e h f a 10-yearveteran a t th e agency' s Seat t l e t o f f i c e .A l m o s t every a d u l t in T r i u m p h signedthe a n t i - S u p e r f u n d p e t i t i o n , and a door-to-door tour of the town turns up no dis-senters. W h i l e some residents say theywould accept a, l imi t ed c l eanup - a cap onthe mine ta i l ing s , for instance - they op-pose the open-ended, m u l t i m i l l i b n - d o l l a rprocess triggered by a S u p e r f u n c l i s t ing ."Would you hire a contracto • who hasno references of a succe s s ful job veil done,'has never come in at cost, and w io spendsmost of his money on legal fe s?" asks50-year-old Ms. C o l l i n s , the act ivi s t , voic-ing common criticisms of S u p e r f u n dT h e E P A ' s M r . F i e l d says t h e agencywants to avoid a confrontat ion. But theEPA has no choice other than to pressahead, in part because a S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g

is the only way to f r e e f u n d s for f u r t h e rs tudy. "We're locked in," he says. jSo, too, it seems, are T r i u m p h resi- jdent s . W h i l e a f i n a l decision on the S u p e r -f u n d l i s t i n g s t i l l is months away, the EPAhopes to s tart an emergency c l eanup ofr e s i d e n t s ' yards, j&tbepf as early asthis fall. If i t goes ahead, T r i u m p h resi- ,dent Chris Klick warns that "there could !

be some anarchy here."Mr; Klick, 46, who owns a sheet-metalworkshop, says he "went out and bought1,000 rounds of 9mm [ a m m u n i t i o n ] -that ' smy p u b l i c comment." If the EPA ap:preaches h i s yard, h e says, "I'm going t obe s t a n d i n g at the gate with a gun. That'sthe way of the West."He doe sn' t p l a n to shoot anyone, buthe does intend to hold his ground, f o r c i n gthe EPA to call out the National Guard.(Others say they will do^JJje^s^ne byb l o ck ing the road with snowmobiles orchaining themse lve s t o trees.) M r . K l i c k ' sreasoning is typ i ca l . The h e a l t h t e s t s and

reading he has done have convinced himthat th e toxins in T r i u m p h are hard ' t o;inges t , and even,harder to clean up-;though both points remain sub j e c t to scien-it i f i c debate. And he f e e l s that Whatever!risk does exist must be weighaa against;t h e otherwise h e a l t h y environment TTHumph offers , with i t s lack of c i ty smog,!stress and crime. [In the end, he add s , the f ight b o i l s down,to a "very American p r i n c i p l e " - the right;to choose, and accept the,consequences.;For now, f o l k s in T r i u m p h are doing j u s tthat. Ms. Rose, the art dea l er , enjoyswind- sur f ing across the ponds that form onjthe mine tai l ings . Others keep tilling their}' garden s , j o k i n g about huge "mutant")carrots, and about io» cubes that sink!because of all the lead! ' |, As for Mr. Klick, lend and arsenic patebeside other risks. "I*ki down avalanche,'chutes, I race dune buggies in the de sert , Iride a motorcycle, I hu.nl," he says. "Liv-iing in T r i u m p h is the s a f e s t t h i n g I do." |



Dogma in Doubt
Some Question Exterit
Of Lead' s Risk to Kids ,
Need to Remove Painf—— ((Data orr Peril Are Ambiguou s;

Stric t Abatement Can Cu'* t
S u p p l y o f Rental Hous ing

Blood Levels Are Way Down
1 ' i ' 1

By DAVID STIFF . ;;Staff Reporter O / T H E W A L L S T R E E T J O U R N A LFor many parent s , lead tops the l i s t pfscary th ing s , a n d n o wonder. ' " > ? •Lead poi soning is youngs ter s ' mostd e v a s t a t i n g environmental d i s e a s e , ' ' s a yf e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s . Lead hurts one of six U.S..ch i ldr en , lowering IQ and induc ing hyper?ac t iv i ty , dec lares the Environmental De-
f e n s e F u n d . < [ ' * ' : ' • ' ; ' " ' • ; j ' .Medica l p o l i c y makers are; pu sh inghard for universal childhood bloixi t e s t s forlead. Reports given to a House subcommitrtee hearing yes t erday state that lead loomsas a huge problem for schools, with thoirsands of New York c ia s s jroo jns posinghazards. Removing lead, paint iri houseshas become a booming business. And leap"is f a s t r e p l a c i n g asbestos as the t ox i c tontking. "The f l o o d g a t e s are open" for leadl a w s u i t s , says a Boston at torney whosef i r m has f i l ed hundred s of them.But even as pressures mount to get thelead out, evidence is emerging thatiact iv^i s t s have overstated the threat. In f a c t ;U.S. citizens' average lead l e v e l s havep l u m m e t e d more than two-thirds since themid-1970s, f o l l o w i n g bans on lead in paintand gasoline. v ,

Sett ing Priorities I'..
"Lead p o i s o n i n g is mainly a prob l em ofthe past," says Sergio Piome l l i , a p e d i a t r j rcian at Columbia Presbyterian Medical /Center in New York and an adviser on lead jto the f e d e r a l Centers for Disease Controland Prevention. He add s that while leads t i l l needs a t t en t i on , ' - l o t s o f other chil- ;dren's prob l ems are more urgent." ,•At Kai s er Permanente Medica l Center >in Oakland, Calif., Edgar Schoen, a senior :p e d i a t r i c i a n , says, "We see m a l n u t r i t i o n ,homele s sne s s , child abuse, lack of immu-nizat ions , violence and p e d i a t r i c AIDS in.chi ldren. But we haven't seen a ch i ld sickfrom lead po i soning for many years."Moreover, researchers d o n ' t knowwhether childhood lead l e v e l s would bes i g n i f i c a n t l y cut by wide ly abating leadp a i n t , which is only one of several sources ,of ingested lead. In Massachuse t t s , a lawthat requires abating al l d w e l l i n g s w i t h ,ch i ldren under six has drawn f i r e frpn|';|critics who say it l eads to skyrocketing •; !insurance premiums, p e t t y l i t i g a t i o n , dis- ; ,crimination against renters with ch i ldren ; ]*•and a loss of low-income housing.W h a t would it cost to abate all thelead paint in the U.S., as some act iv i s t s de'n w J I r ^ _ i ; . - _ <

Mr. Jacob s ' s Story
With such prob l ems and costs, a growTing band of s c i e n t i f i c and medical iconq:c las t s questions the need for universal lead, screening and massive abatement. W h i l elead cer tainly deserves a t t ent ion, thgyjargue, unwarranted alarm about it is"• f o s t e r i n g dubious blanket approaches to ;t:

i that devour resources bet ter spent oAworse hazards to children's heal th . ..i In Massachuse t t s , Ronald Jacob s expe^;. j r i enc ed f i r s t h a n d th e e f f e c t s o f t h e na t i on ' simost unbending anti-lead law.; Two years ago he returned from work to If i n d skull-and-crossbones signs tacked on.his doors. A housing inspector had f o u n d , ;lead paint in his house in T a u n t o n , south of]Boston. "I didn't know noth ing about l e a d ;paint," says M r . Jacobs , a cook. ' . *: He soon was educated. Since t o d d l e r slived in two upper- f l o or rental apartments! •Mr. Jacobs was told he had to abate the ;lead p a i n t , which t y p i c a l l y en ta i l s remov-ing it f rom chi ld-reachable surfaces suchas window casings and door frames. >i The inspector also n o t i f i e d his tenantsthat they could l e g a l l y wi thho ld rent pend- :ing abatement. s? ;v

A Catch-22 •' <? I
there was no evidence anyone in the .house had high lead levels from the o$leaded pa in t , and the old paint in the housewas covered by newer, unleaded paint. But '"I had a nightmare on my hands," sa$i !

Mr. Jacob s . £ '
Banks wouldn't lend for the $10,000-plus" ;de l ead ing because hi s house ' s value h4o!f a l l e n sharply, p a r t l y due t o po s s i b l e l ea f tpoi soning lawsui t s . Since Mr. Jacob s ' . st enant s s t o p p e d p a y i n g rent, he fe l l behindon his mortgage. Running short of cash,' iMr. Jacobs says, he and his w i f e ofter] ,h u d d l e d near the kitchen oven on winter idays to save on heat ing oil. "" .

Eventual ly, his lower income q u a l i f i e dhim for a state d e l e a d i n g loan for s t rappedproper ty owners. But during the two-weejcabatement , he had to pay most of his ,tenants' motel and food b i l l s ; no one.was al lowed to stay at home during the. |process. Meanwhi l e , thieves broke in-ap- ;paren t ly a worker left a window open -and |took the Jacobses'- television set, j ewe lry iand spare cash. i
; Near f inanc ia l me l tdown, Mr. Jacobs if i l e d for bankruptcy pro t e c t i on from cred(y jtorp. "I don't l ike to stiff peopl e ," he says;," j"But I got my life savings in my house. It iwas the only way to save it." , ''{ :

Abatement proponent s dismiss such icases as the minor costs of s t o p p i n g a toxicplague, "The Massachuse t t s approach isp n j b a b l y the best one in the country,^'saj^s Herbert N e e d l e m a n , a Universi ty <j>fPit t sburgh researcher. . ' : ,Dr. N e e d l e m a n , chairman of the Alii,-'; Please Turn to Page A12, Column ^
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Dogma in Doubt
And A d v i s a b i l i t y

; Continued From First Page
;ance to End C h i l d h o o d Lead Poi soning, alobbying group, says that lead po i s on ing isa "high-frequency" childhood disease andthat i f i a n y ch i ldr en "are'living in a sea oflead." T h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s l a w ' s mainprob l em, he says, is "oppo s i t i on f r o m' l a n d l o r d s and other p e o p l e who don' t wantto spend the money."No. one di sagrees that some level of leadin the body is h i g h l y toxic , e s p e c i a l l y toc h i l d r e n , whose d e v e l o p i n g brains aremost vulnerable. But if lead causes theamount of brain damage p o s i t e d by leadact ivi s t s , s k ep t i c s ask, why haven ' t chil-dren's; average IQs risen over the pas t 20.years as lead levels have p lunged? '"That's a bad question," maintains 1

Sue Binder, a l e a d i n g CDC lead expert. Toomany t h i n g s affect IQ to "tease out" thepo s i t iv e effects of lower l ead , she says. A1991 b l u e p r i n t for f e d e r a l action of whichDr. Binder was co-author ca l l s for a na-tional abatement program that e v e n t u a l l y ;'would i addres s "all housing with l ead- 'based paint" - some 57 m i l l i o n U.S. nous-1ing units bui l t be fore 1978.
Federal Legislation

'!'-•"• The^ expense of such an effort d e t e r s 1
: ; lawmakers, d e s p i t e the r epor t ' s argument 'that b ene f i t s like lower costs of medical:care and special education for lead-poi-'soned ch i ldr en would far outweigh i t s cos t . :

Last year Congress passed a law requiringthat purchasers and renters of pre-1978housing, be to ld of p o s s i b l e lead hazards ,s tar t ing; in 1995, and c a l l i n g for gradualabatement of f e d e r a l l y owned and as s i s tedhous ing^s tar t ing wi th o lder b u i l d i n g s . iSkept i c s f r e t that, as with asbestos, |l i t i g a t i o n and the f e a r of l i t i g a t i o n may; soon become the main f a c t o r dr iv ing leadpol i cy T p r o m p t i n g proper ty owners top lunge into i l l -advi s ed abatements, o f t e nwasting jmoney and p o t e n t i a l l y increasingthe risk ks lead dust is stirred up.M a s s a c h u s e t t s ' experience i l l u s t r a t e sthe unintended e f f e c t s s trict abatementcan cause. In Holyoke , Fi t chburg , Law-1; rence and other'. towns, some m u l t i f a - •mily housing with l e a d . p a i n t has been|- abandoned. W i t h real-es tate values al-i- ready hurt by the economy, many land-!- lords can't get home-equity loans to re-jmove lead paint. T h e i r p r o p e r t i e s then!unrentable, and they d e f a u l t onj

: Extent of Lead's Danger to Kids
of Abating Paint Draw Skept i c i sm

J £ J h e i r mortgages.v But banks won't foreclose and seize!;;• the proper t i e s ; do ing ,so would exposethem to p o s s i b l e l ead-poi soning lawsuit s .T h u s , the b u i l d i n g s remain in limbo. Ef fec-t i v e ly ownerless, they o f t e n de t er iora t ebeyond repair in a year or two."We've taken down 130 b u i l d i n g s here.•-over the past year" that contained leadand were abandoned, says Veronica Col-l ins, director of community d e v e l o p m e n t inLawrence.

23Farai]y in a Bind
*1 - RichanLCourchesne, -who runs a (HOIK£;3>rofit low-income-housing concern in! Hoi-»j;*yoke, says: "We can boast we're thej*'3eader in lead pa in t , but u l t i m a t e l y thef a m i l i e s we're trying to take care of j may"""reeze" because of housing abandonment.'

( . ' L e a d i s n ' t t h e only reason, b u t i t ' s usually;:«lhe straw that breaks the camel's batik." '£ Owners of s i n g l e - f a m i l y homes aren't^exempt. Mary H i n e s , f rom Chi c op e e . ' s ay s"*hat soon a f t e r a preschool screening_>rogram showed "borderline" elevatedf ' t e a d i n h e r daughter D a n i e l l e , s ta t e! o f f i -•*»<fials threatened to take Danie l l e away.The Kinese s , s trapped for cash afterj buy-ing their f i r s t house, say they had ignoreda state order to delead because their doctorsaid that Danielle's lead e levat ion; wasminor and that "there was no way" itre sul ted from exposure at the we l l rk ep thouse they had j u s t moved into. jI T h e y wound up abating with a loan thatis now "a heavy f inanc ia l burden,"/ Ms.H i n e s says. "It was extremely traumatic.We felt our daughter was in no dange'r.",:] Massachusetts renters with children• under six say they now have troublef i n d i n g p la c e s to -live. Landlord s , f ear inglawsuits and unable to afford l ead-pa in tignabatement, o f t e n turn them away, leventhough that is i l l ega l under a r f r e l yjjjjjenforced state law. Some even turn awayjwyoung couples, f ear ing they will soon haveChildren. . : I 'JJJ; "The situation i s creating strange' bed-w«f e l l ows - I find myse l f s i d i n g with and-S p o r d s " seeking to weaken the lead {law,grays' Robert Lie, a Cambridge renterwitli...;•w»two young sons who says he can't fin*^;'pl!%ood apartment. "It' s one o f those }*:#<>"" " ' i t ' s s o progress ive, i t ' s fa s c i s t . " f, T h e l e g i s l a t u r e i s considering a ' . p r o - .f c p o s a l to ease the abatement mandate. ItEjould be a "giant step backwards," isays"Stephani e P o l l a c k , of a Boston environ-^mental group called the C o n s e r v a t i o n ' L a wfoundat ion. Ms. Pollack, who also servesj j e n the national CDC lead committee, main-,»*4ains the law has prevented many cases ofJPSead poi soning in the state. ' .
UL»*4 . * .•Effect of Abatement :

«* But a l i t t l e - p u b l i c i z e d 1990 report by the^Boston Office of Environmental AffairsS u g g e s t s that d e l ead ing has o f t e n bick-£$red. C a l l e d "the Noonan report,"; itw»examined a common removal method:J S c r a p i n g off lead paint. This can spreadJjjead du s t , so workers under s tudy for pie4?Feport sealed off work areas with p l a s t i c{JSfrhile running p o w e r f u l air f i l t e r s to suckJ™Jip dust. Even this "enhanced" method and**two cleanups left dangerous l eve l s of lead£5iust in apartment s , the s tudy showed, j 'JJ2 S i m i l a r s tudie s in other place s over thej j jpast decade show that scraping, torchingjyHor chemically s t r i pp ing lead paint o f t e ni j j j b a u s e s ch i ldren' s b lood-lead level s t o rise.JiHSuch methods "are now at the bo t tom bf"" l i s t" of oreferred ahatfimfinf

iiques", says Jim Keck" a"Baltimore abate-
fnent consultant who also s i t s on the CDCidvisory committee.' Ms. Pol la ck quest ions the Noonanidy' s v a l i d i t y ; and says d e l e a d i n gl e t f i o d s have improved. But Massachu-Hts contractors say many customers s t i l l-~ose s craping because it is cheaper, thanle main a l t e rna t iv e , which involves re-:ing doors and windows. Moreover, the__._ i t e doe sn ' t require t e s t i n g for lead dus tS i f t e r d e l e a d i n g . Inspec tor s o f t e n j u s t eye-ll the premises.What that means f o r ch i ldr en i s n ' t

clear. But the N o o n a n report notes thatone, Boston survey in 1990 showed thatblood lead a c tua l ly rose in nine of 22children a f t e r their homes were deleaded.? The report adds that the risk of childhoodlead poisoning a f t e r de leading "has histor-i c a l l y been 40%."As with asbestos, the t endency is forabaters who do the most care fu l work to becons i s t ent ly underbid by others who arew i l l f n g to cut corners, or worse f Says oneabatement consu l tant: "Even contractors Ithought were t r u s t w o r t h y have had the irmoments trying to meet the bottom line. Iwouldn't trust any of them to abate myhouse unle s s I was watching them everyminute."
A Rise After CleanupJulie Norton agrees. A Newton, Mass.,Epi s copal minister and mother of two, shelives in a house owned by her church. Afterher small son and daugh t e r were found inAugus t 1992 to have moderate ly elevatedlead level s , the church paid $17,000 to havethe house abated. "But our a t t e m p t tomake t h i n g s b e t t e r made t h i n g s a whole lotworse," she says.



-V~ S o o n - a f t e r the abatement, her ch i l -d r e n ' s lead l e v e l s soared, requiring a longseries o f h o s p i t a l v i s i t s , b lood t e s t s ' a n di n j e c t i o n s of drugs to lower them. "Youh a v e n ' t t r u l y s u f f e r e d unt i l y o u have t ohold your kids down when they're hysteri-cal and n e e d l e s are be ing s tuck in," shesays. "My d a u g h t e r Holly has p i c k e d up onmy fear" about the lead p o i s o n i n g and"wakes up screaming f r o m n igh tmare sabout the i n j e c t i o n s . " i • •Ms. N o r t o n says she considered suingthe abatement concern, but it has gone outof business.Ris ing lead l e v e l s in ch i ldr en a f t e r; d e l e a d i n , g a r e n ' t nece s sari ly d u e t o dustreleased by the process. Problems can alsocome .from o ld carpe t s , f u r n i t u r e , f l o o rcrevices and other p l a c e s l oaded withlong-accumulated lead dust . •.-.•'•;S t u d i e s i n d i c a t e rigorous abatementcan lower lead in c h i l d r e n when the ir Woodlead is h i g h l y e l e v a t e d ; in such cases,pa in t o f t e n is the c u l p r i t . But in the greatm a j o r i t y of c h i l d r e n whose blood containsl e a d , l e v e l s are on ly modera t e ly elevated.In those cases, there g e n e r a l l y is no iden t i -f i a b l e main c u l p r i t . ,.- ' ' :
In Dust and SoilOne reason is that traces of lead can bef o u n d in a n y t h i n g f r o m pub l i c -wat er sup-p l i e s to f o o d s that have p i c k e d up dustc o n t a i n i n g lead. More i m p o r t a n t , numer-ous s t u d i e s show that c h i l d r e n ingest mostof the ir lead by m o u t h i n g toys or othero b j e c t s e xpo s ed to l ead- lac ed dust." I t ' s rare that a k i d gets poi sonedby ea t ing l e a d - p a i n t c h i p s today," saysMichae l W e i t z m a n , a U n i v e r s i t y of Roch-ester lead researcher.S t u d i e s also ind i ca t e that much of thelead dust comes f rom outdoors. Urban soilo f t e n i s l oaded with lead f r om decades ofweathering exterior p a i n t and l eaded-gasemissions. Such soil gets tracked or blowninto houses. C h i l d r e n also are expo s ed to itwhen p l a y i n g outs ide.In a 1983 s tudy , researchers used as o p h i s t i c a t e d "isotopic" f i n g e r p r i n t i n gmethod to i d e n t i f y sources of lead in theblood of 12 Oakland, Calif. , ch i ldren. Itappeared to have come mainly f r o m thesoil around their homes.
M i n n e s o t a ' s ApproachThe Oakland s tudy and ones. l ik e itsuggest that c u t t i n g ch i ldren' s exposure to ;l e a d - l a c e d , dust is g e n e r a l l y more e f f e c t i v e 'than p a i n t abatement , says Patr i ck Rea-'gan, a H u d s o n , Minn. , consul tant who ;h e l p e d shape h i s s t a t e ' s p o l i c y o n l ead .:M i n n e s o t a ' s approach inc lude s e d u c a t i n g ,parent s about the risks of high-lead d u s t , ;programs to l imi t dust in urban yards, and,| d e p l o y i n g "swab teams" to clean up dust .| in low-income housing. It also s p e c i f i e sI that s tate agencies shouldn't d i s turb intact ,lead paint in low-income housing unle s s itc l e a r l y is po i soning ch i ldren. "Rather thanspend b i l l i o n s to remove a hazard that ' snot there, we wanted a low-cost, e f f e c t i v eprogram," says Mr. Reagan.Some a c t i v i s t s decry the Minneso taa p p r o a c h as inadequate to addre s s whatt h ey term a nat ional "epidemic" of leadp o i s o n i n g .

Lead l e v e l s are measured in micro-grams per d e c i l i t e r of b lood. P u b l i c hea l thagencies genera l ly treat l e v e l s above 20 to25 as serious enough to warrant interven-tion, such as checking children's homes.Pittsburgh's Dr. N e e d l e m a n says onesign of the lead epidemic' s p ropor t i on s i sf e d e r a l data showing that 1% to 2% of U.S.c h i l d r e n have lead l e v e l s over 25 'micro-grams. But New York's Dr. P i o m e l l i saysthat in recent t e s t s at Columbia Presby-terian ho sp i ta l , i n c l u d i n g many chi ldrenf rom poor f a m i l i e s , lead l eve l s over 25 weref o u n d ;ii| only about one in 500 ch i ldren ,which would be 0.2%. Mas sachu s e t t s datafor the y j ear ended J u n e 30,1992, show thatone in '400 ch i l dr en t e s t ed overj 25, :,or0.25%. . j o . • . • • : . ; -
Less iit West j

Moreover, doctors in Western s tatessay they g e n e r a l l y see much le s s elevatedblood lead than in the Eas t ' s "lead belt"of o ld er houses. Univer s i ty of U t a h pedia-trician William Banner says that of 261inner-city chi ldren recently screened inSalt Lake Ci ty , about 4% had l eve l s over 10micrograms but none had l e v e l s j higherthan 15. Doctors in Wash ing ton state re-port s imi lar re sul t s . And a 1992 survey of136 inner-city chi ldren under six j in Oak-

l a n d , Calif., showed that none had l eve l sover 15, says Kai s er P e r m a n e n t e ' s Dr.Schoen.; ISuch scattered f i g u r e s d o n ' t nacessar-ily r e f l e c t overall rates. But they suggestthat t h e i l e a d - p o i s o n i n g f igure s w ide ly pub-l i c i z ed over the past few years are farhigher than current rates. Moreover, skep-tics say, the p u r p o r t e d po i soning ep idemicseems le s s than overwhelming in l i g h t ofdata i n d i c a t i n g that b e f or e 1960, the na-t ional average was over 20 micrograms perd e c i l i t e r of blood, and be fore 1950 it was 25or higher. Now it appears to be underf ive . :.But, J. Routt Reigart, a C h a r l e s t o n ,S.C., p ed ia t r i c i an and chairman of theCDC advisory committee, contends thataverage rates are large ly irrelevant. "Weare cons tant ly surprised by f i n d i n gp o c k e t s j o f disease when we screen" chil-dren for elevated l e a d , he says. \' . ' • ' T h a l j raises a critical issue: A t whatlead level are chi ldren ac tual ly poisoned?
Ambigui ty in S t u d i e s

: Scores of s tudies haven't s e t t l e d i t . In• 1991, the CDC committee - which Dr. Pio-njelli,' an anti-lead campaigner h i m s e l f ,contends i s now dominated by' 'wel l-mean-ing fanat i c s " - concluded that "some ad-verse hea l th e f f e c t s have been documentedat blood lead l eve l s at least as low as 10."But few of the s tud i e s it cited lend clearsuppor t to that conclusion.One reason is that research s u b j e c t s inmany s tudie s have had average lead levelstoo high to shed much l ight on the IpwLleveIquestion. And a number of s t u d i e s ; h a v ebeen ambiguous, showing, at most, smalladverse e f f e c t s f rom low-level lead thatresearchers characterize with terms suchas "borderline."

"There are a very large number ofi n f l u e n c e s with impac t s on ch i ldhood thatare much larger than the proposed impact^ o f l ead '^ t l ow l eve l s , says Marjor i e 'Smi th ,.a Univers i ty of London researcher. That\makes p i n p o i n t i n g low-lead e f f e c t ^ some-t h ing l ike trying to p i ck out the sound of theSecond violins in a symphony p l a y e d on aradio with l o t s of s tat ic .\ For instance, a s tudy Dr. S m i t h led inthe 1980s showed that c h i l d r e n in largerf a m i l i e s - t h o s e with three or more kids-had average IQs that were 3.77: p o i n t slotyer than those in smal l e r f a m i l i e s . Sim-ilar-sized IQ reductions were associatedwith b ir th weights under six p o u n d s andwith coming from a low-income f a m i l y .
E f f e c t s at Low Levels

By comparison, the data ind i ca t ed as l i g h t adverse e f f e c t from modera t e ly ele-vated lead levels, perhaps less than one IQpoiri{, but not enough to be s t a t i s t i c a l l ys i g n i f i c a n t . The researchers concludedthat "there was no overall evidence" thatlead a f f e c t e d IQs in the chi ldren; once^their •p a r e n t s ' IQs and other f a c t o r s were ac-counted for.One s t u d y , however, did ind i ca t e as i g n i f i c a n t adverse e f f e c t at very lowl e v e l s ] It tracked 148 Boston ch i ldr en frombirth to age 10 and f o u n d that at that age,their IQs were lower by 5.8 p o i n t s for each10 micrograms of lead per d e c i l i t e r thathad be'en in their blood at age two. T h e i rlead l eve l s at other ages, both be fore anda f t e r two, d i d n ' t seem t o show s t a t i s t i c a l l ys i gn i f i can t correlations with IQs.Dr. t N e e d l e m a h , a co-author of thats tudy, maintains that it meshes with otherresearchers' re sul t s in "an extraordinaryconvergence" of evidence that lead level sof 10 or below damage c h i l d r e n ; Otherresearchers agree there is sub s tant ia lcause fot concern at such l e v e l s but aremore captious. Says Gerhard Winneke, aprominent lead researcher at the Univer-s i ty of D u e s s e l d o r f in Germany: The Bos-ton s tudy "is a s ingle piece of evidence in avery c o m p l i c a t e d . f i e l d . For me i t ' s no tenough" to e s tab l i sh that lead damageschi ldren at a level of 10 or below. "I'm notat all convinced that there is a consis-tency" among s t u d i e s , he says.Dr. Winneke notes tha t in some s tud i e s ,lead appears to have a s trong IQ effect atvery low doses - whi l e , in other s t u d i e s ,showing little or no e f f e c t s athigher doses.T o x i c substances are expec t ed to showgreater harm at greater doses.



The Role of LawyersS c i e n t i f i c uncer tainty h a s n ' t deterredlawyers , even when .levels are low. In:

Massachus e t t s last year, the mother of! at o d d l e r with a lead level of zero won a$9,000' s e t t l e m e n t in a suit against herl a n d l o r d . Her at torney, Robert Rainer;says she deserved compensation for "emo-tional (distress" about lead paint in herapartment. iT h o u s a n d s of lead lawsui t s now arep e n d i n g nat ionwide , says J o h n H a y e s ,edi tor of a newsletter on lead l i t i g a t i o n putout by Mealey P u b l i c a t i o n s in P h i l a d e l -p h i a . The law f i r m general ly takes apercentage of the damages won. [Sotrte lead activists f e e l l i t i g a t i o n is j u s twhat the doctor ordered. Property owners"would do n o t h i n g at all unt i l c h i l d r e n arepoi soned i f they d i d n ' t f e a r l i t i g a t i o n , ' "says Ms. Pol la ck of the Conservation LawFoundat ion, ca l l ing lawsuits a needed"stick."The> CDC advisory commit t e e is wellaware of this stick. In minutes of a 1991meeting, one committee member is quoteds a y i n g , t h a t physicians "do not like toscreen tor lead poisoning" in ch i ldren, butif "a c o u p l e of p ed ia tr i c ians get sued, itwill change screening far more e f f e c t i v e l ythan any p u b l i c money that we can put intoi t . ' v T h e minutes show there w a s evenconcern that s e t t i n g lead l i m i t s too lowmight weaken the l i t igat ion stick, becauseit would be harder to prove that a part i cu-lar b u i l d i n g caused lead po i soning. ;

But there appear s to be little danger ofa s lump in li t igation. Mr. Rainer, thelawyer who won damages for a womanwhose child's lead level was zero, says"the f l o o d g a t e s are open" for l ead-poi son-ing lawsuits. He adds that his Boston lawf i r m has f i l e d hundreds of them over thepast f ew, years, and adver t i s e s on the radioabout th e p o t e n t i a l f or f i l ing ."As asbestos l i t i g a t i o n dries up, lawf i r m s geared up for toxic tort l i t i g a t i o n areturning to lead," Mr. Rainer says. "Oncep la in t i f f s ' a t torneys f i n d there ar e d o l l a r sto be made" in such cases, "they j u m pright on."

Top Lead Researches
Came in for Criticism
In Probe of Methods.

B y D A V I D S T I F F

- could rekindle the contro-

man, as a top government adviser on
l ead.

But critics soon charged the s tudy wasbased on dubious methods that could haveexaggerated l ead ' s harm. The doubts theyraised, many of which were later echoedby inve s t iga t ing panel s of s c i ent i s t s , cast acloud on Dr..Needleman's c r ed ib i l i ty as agovernment adviser he lp ing to shape leadpol i cy.' Dr. N e e d l e m a n ho t ly denies thecharges and maintains that scientist s whof i r s t raised them are tools of the leatdindustry. He argues that a number pfothe^r s tudie s have suppor t ed his 1979 f i n d - ;. ing, pub l i sh ed in the New England Journal f>of Medicine. He is widely praised in scie'n- •'t i f i c circles f o r h e l p i n g t o f o c u s a t t en t i onon the lead problem. |But doubts lingered until last year,when an investigation of the landmarks tudy seemed finally to remove the cloud.The' inquiry was opened in 1991 by Dr.Needieman's university at the request i ofthe National I n s t i t u t e s of Heal th . Wheri itwas; completed, Dr. Needleman told re-porters the Univers i ty of Pi t t s burgh panelhad! cleared him of s c i e n t i f i c misconduct.Aft erward , he wrote.an article in thejournal Pediatrics that likened the inquiryto the S a l e m witch trials. \
' D e l i b e r a t e l y Mis l ead ing'

But the comple t e report is considerablymot j e critical than he i n d i c a t e d . It says theinvestigating panel "is unanimous in be-lieving that Dr. Needl eman was deliber-ate ly m i s l e a d i n g in the p u b l i s h e d accolmtof the procedures used in the 1979 study."In a three-page "history" of Dr. Needie-m a n ' s statements o n t h e s t u d y ' s methods,the i panel d e ta i l ed how he r epea t ed lychanged his account of them. Moreover,said the pane l , there was a "pattern ofapparent reluctance of Dr. Needleman" tod i s c l o s e certain d e t a i l s on how he classi-f i e d chi ldren as being high or low in lead.In the 1979 s tudy, Dr. N e e d l e m a n andcolleagues collected fa l l en-out baby teethf r o m more than 2,000 children to checktheir cumulative lead exposures. Based onIQ tests given to 158 of the c h i l d r e n , who.were, divided into high- and low-leadgroups, they reported that elevated leadl eve l s lowered IQ by about f our points. 1

How Dr. N e e d l e m a n selected the chil-dren that were ul t imate ly tested was acritical part of the study, and his descrip-tion of that se lect ion is the focus of the Pittp a n e l ' s misrepresentat ion charge. Biasedselection methods c a n skew a ' s t u d y ' s 1

results. .., ;••"Tfhe Pitt panel f ound no evidence [Dr.N e e d l e m a n manipulated selectionmethods to exaggerate the risk from lead.But his s tatements on the study's methodsof c l a s s i f y i n g chi ldren "reveal a patternof errors, omissions, contradictions landincomplete information from the originalpub l i ca t i on to the present," it concluded.T h e r e was a "preponderance of circum-stantial evidence" sugges t ing de l ib era t emisrepresentation, it said.

Suing for Retraction
Dr. N e e d l e m a n counters that while hemade a minor error in the 1979 p a p e r indescribing his methods, it was an "honest"one. He says that la ter he s i m p l y f o r g o tsome d e t a i l s of the procedures. He says thef i n d i n g of deliberate mi srepre s enta t ion "ist o t a l l y wrong" and "approaches slander."because the panel "presumed to read mymind; about what I d e l i b e r a t e l y in t ended , ".vDr. N^eedleman is seeking retraction of thecharge in a suit against Pitt f i l e d in federaldistrict court for the Western District ofPennsylvania. 1 iTo be sure, the Pitt panel said, Dr.Needieman's original error was minor anddidnj t a f f e c t th e s tudy' s results. But th epanril also said that it is "difficult toI m a g i n e that N e e d i e m a n f o r g o t ... thathe apparent ly reset" the criteria for classi-f y i n g children into lead-level groups"nearly every week during the in i t i a lphases o f t h e procedure." The s t udy ' smethods for c la s s i fy ing children "are es-sentially not reproducible by other investi-gators." \ \The panel stated that it "had greatdifficulty in deciding whether [Dr. Need-leinan's] conduct should be c la s s i f i ed ass c i e n t i f i c misconduct." It said d i s c l o s i n gthe : substandard methods b e f o r e publica-tion "would have risked rejection" of thepaper by the New England Journal ofMedicine (which de c l ine s to comment).Drl N e e d l e m a n may have misrepresentedthe methods, the Pitt panel sugge s t ed , soth6 s tudy "would appear to be a more ade-quate basis for pub l i c po l i cy regardingenvironmental controls for lead."iThe panel concluded that had the p a p e rcontained "all the caveats it should have..;. it certainly should not have been abasis" for lead po l i cy. It recommendedthat Dr. N e e d l e m a n submit a correction tothe New England Journal . He says hewon' t unless Pitt drops the misrepresenta-tion charge. The Pitt report was r e f erredlast year to the N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e s ofH e a l t h f or po s s ib l e f u r t h e r action.

J e n n i f e r Convertibles Expansion
\ PARAMUS, N.J. - Jenni f e r Convert-ibles Inc. said it opened seven licensedsfor.es on the Wes t Coast in the second h a l fo{ Augus t , and will open 14 more in the next30 days.The openings are part of an expansion: p-ogram that c a l l s for opening 50 to 60. -licensed stores in the next 12 months.I J e n n i f e r Convertibles, which currently• operates 34 who l ly owned stores and 88' l i c ensed stores, reported total sales o f $70.5nj i i l l i on for the 11 months ended in July, a60% increase from sales of $44.1 million inthe 1992 period.



T - " 1

FROM jl /

. Bob Duprey
S U B J E C T A N D DATE

L e t t e r da t ed 9 / 2 8 / 9 3 f r o m Dr. Frank E. D o t s o n , San Diego, CA
re: Richardson F l a t T a i l i n g s in Park C i t y , UT
request - response

C^-^AA-TK^A
REFERRED ( 1 )

8 H W M - S R
Shannon

D A T E 1 0 / 4 / 9 3
REPLY SENT TO

(2)
A.

(3)

' * / / /
t /?*

R E M A R K S

C O N T R O L N O .

8 H W M - 9 3 - 7 7
D A T E R E C ' D

1 0 / 1 / 9 3""To^f f / f t ;4> •-
DATE RELEASED :

November^ 23 ,̂ -19'93 ; j
A C K N O W L E D G E D • DATE

D i
N O A N S W E R NEEDED

l~l (Explain in remarks) |i:'
ERA Form 5180-1 (6-72)R E P L A C E S FWPCA FORM 72 ANDH E W - 7 3 WHICH MAY NOT BE U S E D . (Remove this copy only, do not separate remainder.) M A I L C O N T R O L S C H E D U L E


